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The purpose of RE

A working definition

Helping children and young people hold balanced 

and informed conversations about religion and 

belief

• The primary purpose of RE is religious 

literacy



Religious 

literacy 

through a 

balanced 

RE 

curriculum

Theology

Human and 

Social 

Sciences Philosophy

This is about believing. 
This is about living. 

It explores the diverse ways in 

which people practise their 

beliefs. It engages with the 

impact of beliefs on individuals, 

communities and societies. 

It looks at where beliefs 

come from, how they 

have changed over time, 

how they are applied 

differently in different 

contexts and how they 

relate to each other.

It is about finding out how 

and whether things make 

sense. It deals with 

questions of morality and 

ethics. It takes seriously 

questions about reality, 

knowledge and existence. 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=6NTW2bsFTLY
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What is a worldview?

Hard to define.
Everybody has 

one.

May be 
‘religious’ or 

‘non-religious’.

Diversity within 
worldviews.

How would you 
define your 
worldview?

How might this 
impact your 
approach to 
teaching?

https://www.theosthinktan
k.co.uk/comment/2021/05
/12/worldviews-film

‘Nobody stands nowhere’ 

video:
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Taking a worldviews approach to 

teaching primary RE

From teaching world religions to teaching worldviews: Looking for the stories

May 2nd 2023

https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/primaryeducationnetwork/

“Everyone loves a good story, from the youngest to the 
oldest. Story is the way we communicate, explore and 

discover meaning and purpose in our lives. Through story 
we connect with others and make sense of ourselves.”

Anne Lumb

https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/primaryeducationnetwork/
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